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NATIONAL AWARD WINNING POSTDOC CONFERENCE AND CAREER FAIR FOR S.T.E.M. TALENT SPURS LOCAL HIRES AND FOSTERS ENTREPRENEURS

(Rockville, Maryland) – Over the course of six years, more than 2,750 highly qualified science, technology, engineering and math postdoctoral job seekers and more than 150 local companies have benefitted from the Rockville Economic Development, Inc. (REDI) hosted Postdoc Conference and Career Fair. This May, the conference organizing committee, led by REDI, received the national 2011 Federal Laboratory Consortium for Technology Transfer’s (FLC) STEM Award, beating out 13 other submissions for the honor. The committee was recognized for developing a content-rich conference and career fair with inspirational and educational seminars; workshops and presentations from technology leaders and entrepreneurs; information about traditional and non-traditional career opportunities for science, technology, engineering and math postdocs; and training in job-seeking skills such as  resume writing and interviewing.
“I came to this conference as a postdoc two years ago and attended the entrepreneurial opportunities track, says Valerie Coffman of Feastie LLC. “It was at this conference that I learned about the INNoVATE program at Johns Hopkins University.  I completed INNoVATE this past December and have now started my own company.  This year, I again attended the Postdoc Conference and Career Fair, not as a participant, but as a panelist on the entrepreneurial opportunities track.”
“Valerie, like many others who attend this event, is a true testament to the economic value of the event,” says Sally Sternbach, Executive Director of REDI.  ”Relationships formed through the conference planning committee led to a successful National Science Foundation grant to start the INNoVATE program, which assists entrepreneurially minded postdocs in starting technology based companies.  INNoVATE, now only in its second year, has already spun out five companies.  This conference helps local companies find key talent, and is also a catalyst for start-up companies.” 

Of the 476 attendees at the 2011 conference, biological sciences, medical sciences, chemistry, engineering, neuroscience, pharmaceutical sciences, and physics were the top knowledge categories. The largest percentage of postdocs came from the National Institutes of Health, the University of Maryland, Johns Hopkins University, the National Institutes of Standards and Technology, and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.  52 percent were US citizens from 15 states including Maryland, DC, Virginia, and as far away as Arizona and Indiana, but all sought Washington, DC area employment. “Connecting with companies for career opportunities and learning about career options were the two things that this year’s attendees valued most,” says Amanda Wilson of REDI.  “Interviewing Skills” and “Preparing for Industry Careers” were particularly popular sessions. 

Jon Lefman benefited from these conference features.  “I came to the conference in 2009, when I had just begun my postdoctoral fellowship, and in 2010 when I was actively looking for a job.  At that conference, I made contact with the Army Corps of Engineers Research Engineer Division, and now I am employed by them.  This year, I served on the Conference Planning Committee, and attended the conference to recruit for my employer.” 

Several of the recruiting companies, which included public and private employers, brought employees that they had hired at previous conferences as recruiters.  More than 50 percent of the attending companies plan to use the conference’s new online resume database and 92 percent said they would participate in the career fair again. Nearly 89 percent of those polled said they were satisfied with the number and quality of participants, and 82 percent said they were likely to interview and hire postdocs from the event.  

“This program, while a one-day event, really has an economic impact all year long,” says Sternbach. “It leverages our local assets such as NIH and FDA, as well as the highly skilled talent our higher education and federal laboratories attract.  It sparks the interest of budding entrepreneurs so they become the next small business innovation companies and employers of the future.  This kind of business assistance and entrepreneurial development are hallmarks of Rockville’s economic strategy and a key component of our success.” 

The conference is funded by sponsors and recruiters and supported by nominal postdoc registration fees. The Montgomery County Department of Economic Development donates the use of the Bethesda North Marriott Conference Center to this effort.  Conference organizers represent federal agencies, economic development organizations, and private industry, 
Plans are now underway for the 2012 Postdoc Conference and Career Fair. Individuals interested in participating in the organizing committee should e-mail Wilson@rockvilleredi.org. Companies interested in recruiting at next year’s conference or in gaining access to the resume database should call REDI at 301-315-8096. 
To learn more about the event visit www.postdocconference.org
###

About Rockville Economic Development, Inc.

The mission of Rockville Economic Development, Inc. (REDI) is to assure the City’s future economic vitality.  From accessing funding sources to workforce development…from educational programming to market intelligence…from advisory services to introductions to key decision-makers…REDI helps companies grow by providing knowledge, access, resources, and direction to companies at all stages of growth.  REDI offers its resources to the community free-of-charge, and welcomes inquiries and referrals.  For more information, contact 301-315-8096 or www.RockvilleREDI.org.
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